
Points to Ponder from Your Executive 

 
1. CKC AGM in Victoria on Saturday 

March 16 11-2 Pender Island Ballroom , 

Hotel Grand Pacific. Watch for the 

meet and greet on Friday night with the 

CKC AGM . 

 
2. Nanaimo Kennel Club has many 

perks, not least of which is club equip-

ment available for borrowing.  If mem-

bers wish to borrow the equipment for 

a non NKC event they must submit a 

letter in writing to the executive for 

approval.  

 
Most importantly, the member request-

ing the equipment will need to be re-

sponsible for the equipment, and must 

be one of the organizers of the event 

they are borrowing equipment for or on 

the executive of the club they are bor-

rowing the equipment for. 

 
3. We have a new volunteer for room 

bookings! Thanks to Julie for taking on 

this job. 

 
4. We are still looking for someone to 

organize Junior Handlers. There are 

about nine young members ranging in 

age from 9-14.  Past volunteers have 

arranged for members of NKC to come 

and share their dog sport with the 

young people. It’s very rewarding and 

creates a whole new generation of well 

trained canine handlers! 
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Presidents Info and Executive News 

Fortunately, at this 

time, your president 

does not have much 

to report on, so 

instead I want to 

remind everyone in 

this club that we 

are an all breed 

club, including 

mixed breed; that 

we are a multidisci-

pline club, ranging from the traditional 

conformation and obedience , the newer 

agility and rally obedience and flyball , the 

outdoorsy with various field events, herd-

ing, coursing and tracking and hopefully 

taking on some new challenges with free-

style, nosework and whatever else the 

dog world has to offer us; and also we are 

a multi venue and registry club with CKC , 

UKC, AIOC, CARO and ACC and I en-

courage all members, no matter what 

your interests to come out to any and all 

of our events and support each other in 

our efforts to compete, to help the club 

hold successful events and maybe learn a 

bit more about your fellow members and 

what events keep them off the couch 

 
You will soon be hearing about our annual 

banquet and know that it is open to all 

and all are encouraged to come whether 

you are receiving an award or not, it is a 

great night out with some dog friends, or 

the Westminster night at the pub, to  

come and watch a televised event togeth-

er ( with or without the betting on the 

winners) with other dog fanatics. 
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Getting fit and having fun with your canine partner is what theTri-

RuffTM K9 Xterra is all about. And its coming to Nanaimo! 

 
With the focus on Safety, Fun and Fitness the TriRuff is a triathlon 

with a unique and exciting twist...a canine twist that is. 

 
That’s right, a triathlon you participate in with your dog! A 12-

kilometre bike, 6-kilometre run/walk and 300-metre swim with 

your canine partner beside you.  

 
The event, taking place on September 21, 2013 at Westwood Lake, 

includes off road biking and running. 

 
Competition will be open to individual teams of one human and 

one dog as well as multiple teams with three humans and three 

dogs.  

 
As safety of the dog is our first priority, Dr. Karen Karsten has 

created protocols to ensure the dogs have a successful and fun 

experience. 

 
Dogs will be required to pass vet physical checks thru their own 

doctors and during the race veterinarian technicians will be check-

ing paw health and heart rate. A lifeguard and boat will be available 

for the swim portion. 

 
Courses have been designed with the dogs safety, enjoyment and 

training in mind. They must be able to work with their human part-

ners in close quarters, on leash and off, as well as at distance while 

their partner is on a bike. 

 

The training opportunity is fabulous! Learning how to work 

with you r dog during workouts and exploring new territory 

like swimming with you, rather than around you! 

 
We have facebook and twitter and are currently working on a 

blog. Training tips, vet check, and race requirements will be 

posted. 

 
Several of our members are already practicing and training for 

the big day. We are looking at sponsorships from local busi-
nesses and the creators of Xterra have graciously agreed to let 

us use their logo.  

 
This is the first triathlon of its kind in Canada and anyone in-

volved with it has an opportunity to be a part of history. Want 

to volunteer? Contact Beth at bethyim@shaw.ca.   

 
NKC is not hosting this event and proceeds from the event  

are being raised to purchase training equipment for our Island 

Search and Rescue dog teams. 

 
Please like our facebook page,TriRuff K9 Xterra and keep an 

eye out for our official website...TriRuffK9.com 

 
We are taking volunteers so please contact bethyim@shaw.ca 

to get your name on our special VIP volunteer list. 

Picture Gallery 

Inaugural Event to Take Place in Nanaimo 

This gorgeous boy’s picture was sent in by Carole Walker. She says, 

“This is what your dog looks like when he has no drive.” But wow, is 

he lovely! Nike liked Willie better at this size! 



 

Hello Fellow NKC Club Members.  Beth Yim, the 

wonderful person who has taken on our newslet-

ter, has asked and made sure I did put something 

into this newsletter about our annual banquet and 

the trophies and awards that are awarded that 

night. 

 

Maggie Hennigman and her gang of trusty volun-

teers have secured April 26th, 2013 for us, it will 

be at the Cottonwood Golf Course and I know for 

a fact how wonderful that place is. 

 

For my part I am in charge of the Annual Trophies 

and Awards.  As a member of the NKC we would 

like to honour all that you do with your dog 

throughout the year.   

 

We offer nice NKC Title Plaques with your dog's 

name on them, underneath these you can hang all 

of the many titles that you will get throughout the 

years.  If you have acquired titles prior to joining 

the NKC you can apply for those as well, but we 

will ask you to pay for the bar, roughly $6 per bar.  

Don't be shy, please apply. I would love to say your 

name and your dog's name and invite you up to the 

applause of fellow dog enthusiasts. 

There are also trophies to apply for, and these are 

out lined on the forms here in this newsletter and 

those forms are also available on the website under 

documents. 

 

Please, if you can't work the forms, have forgotten 

how to work snail mail, or are not sure how to 

apply just because it is too confusing just send me 
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Ask the Vet 

an email and tell me what you did with your dog.  

Please look at the form because I need all the 

information that is asked for there.  We can 

work it out! 

 

Don't be shy to apply for the trophies too, you 

don't know what everyone else did last 

year................and I don't sit at home and snicker 

when I get the applications, truthfully I am always 

in awe of all that the NKC folks do with their 

canine partners!!! 

My name is Colleen Doll PH 250-752-3789 

info@songlinelabradors.com 

DEADLINE IMPORTANT INFORMATION 

We need to get the info to me by March 15, 

2013!  That gives me time to tabulate and get 

organized to get the stuff into Able Trophies! 

TROPHY WINNERS FROM LAST YEAR 

Those of you that won a trophy last year I am 

going to ask that you take the trophy to Able 

Trophies on Bowen road, between the dates of 

April 1- 15th. 

Here’s an example of A Very Special Award  

Nigel Scott Award 

Awarded to the member it is felt contributed the 

most towards the club during the past year. The 

winner is determined by members’ votes. Ballots 

will be on the website. This year you can also 

email your nominations to the Awards Commit-

tee. Let us know who you think is standing out in 

this club. Your votes counts! 

Westminster Night at the Pub 

The 5th Annual NKC Westminster night at the Harewood 

Arms pub! Monday, Feb 11 and Tuesday Feb 12. The show 

will air live from New York Madison Square Gardens, 5 pm 

start. Monday’s groups are Toys, Hounds, Herding, and Non-

Sporting. Tuesday is Sporting, Working, Terriers, and Best in 

Show. 

 
This will be a fun filled event with your fellow dog enthusiasts. 

There will be good food, liquid refreshments, door prizes and 

friendly breed revelry and rivalry. 

 
The Harewood Arms Pub is located at 508 Eighth St, Nanai-

mo (250) 754-2566. Please Note there will be NO Drop in 

Handling on Monday the 11th.  
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Rocking with Your Dog In Freestyle!  
An Interview with Instructor Carol Toms 

 

 

 

Carol has been training dogs for many years, but when she discov-

ered Freestyle Dressage and Dance she was hooked. Currently 

teaching a class in Freestyle through NKC her students rave about 

the fun they are having with their dogs and how engaged their dogs 

are in the activities. I asked her a few questions about this exciting 

dog sport. 

 

What is Freestyle? 
Canine Freestyle is Dancing with Dogs. The first heelwork to mu-

sic events started in Canada in 1991.  In 1993 the Musical Canine 

Sport International organization was formed and events began 

in the US in 1992. 

 
Heelwork to music is broken into two divisions in Canada:  Dres-

sage (heelwork to music) and freestyle. In a freestyle routine, dogs 

work off leash and it can contain movements in any position.  Free-

style allows the use of props and gives the handler creative oppor-

tunities and handlers may dress up in costumes. Basic heelwork 

is used to link the moves together. 

 

What kind of Titles can you get on your 

dog? 
First title would be Novice A and the highest level is Masters.  Each 

level requires more difficulty in each component. 

 
There are three components to freestyle:  interpretation of music 

(physical and emotional), choreography (flow, placements of 

moves, transitions) andtricks (dog workability; quality, difficulty and 

variety of dog movement; innovation/creativity.  Dogs and handlers 

are judged in two areas, artistic and technical. 

 

What got you involved? 
When my German Shepherd Dog, Lucas, was injured at age 4 and 
could no longer jump, I was looking at sports that we could still do 

together.  We started in dressage (heelwork to music) as it could 

utilize our obedience skills. 

 
Lucas so enjoyed working to music, I decided to give freestyle a 

try. Although I am not a dancer, we were able to put together our 

technical skills with some great music and simple dance steps.  It 

worked and we earned our Novice title.  When I got my Brittany, 

Hunter, he was such a natural at learning tricks, we had to contin-

ue in this great sport.  Hunter has now earned his Novice A title 

and we will be competing in Novice X this year. 

 

What do you like about it? 
I love freestyle because you can create your own routines.  Dogs 

love to dance and they really enjoy an appreciative audience.  The 

judges do not know what is in your routine so if it all goes wrong, 

you can just pick it up and keep going.  The dog can never be 

wrong.  This is the perfect sport to showcase a happy motivated 

working dog! 



 
Puppies can be dewormed  starting at 2 weeks of 
age, and every two weeks, until 3 months, then 
monthly until 6 months for roundworms, hook-
worms and whip worms. Then onto an adult sched-
ule. The reason for repeating the treatment so fre-
quently, is the deworming gets only a portion of 
the parasites present, and it is important to treat 
again before immature parasites become mature 
and continue the life cycle. 

The adult schedule depends on each dogs risk of 
exposure and risk of passing on worms. Dogs with 
higher risk - those exposed to more dogs, raised 
more intensively, in higher risk environments , 
more likely to pass on to humans ( those that are 
immunocompromised such as the elderly, the very 
young, hiv positive, organ transplantees, on immu-
nosuppressive drugs) should continue to be de-
wormed up to 4 times a year. 

Deworming for tapeworms should be whenever 
they are seen, in the fall, and after flea infestations, 
and especially for those dogs that hunt ( and eat 
their prey) 

Breeding bitches should be dewormed before 
breeding and then twice yearly. 
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Ask the Vet 

Dogs that are on monthly heart worm preventive 
( not a huge risk on vancouver island) may be 
taking a product that also deworms. Some flea 
prevention medications ( but not all of them )
also  deworm. 

Routine deworming does not get coccidia or giar-
dia. Dogs that are at risk of infestations of these 
parasites would benefit from routine fecal exami-
nations , and treating them as well as all in con-
tact ( same household) dogs whenever the para-
sites are found, as eradicating the parasite can 
be very difficult and may require treatment of 
the environment as well 

The why is because all of the parasites can cause 
disease in humans, and it is to reduce the risk of 
human exposure when deworming  the adult 
dogs, and to improve puppy health, by deworm-
ing puppies and breeding dogs, and to reduce 
environmental contamination ( in intensively 
raised populations like litters) by deworming 
breeding dogs 

Dr. Carol Ann Brown has a private practice in 
Nanaimo. Send your questions to ‘ Ask the Vet’ 
at nkc.newsletter@gmail.com. 

Brags from the Agility World 

At  a recent Agility trial NKC member, Maggie Henigman and Winkie earned a qualifying score in Starters 

Jumpers.  

 
It was a beautiful run with both human and dog receiving a perfect score in awesome time. Winkie will now 

move on to Advanced Jumpers and continue to dazzle the agility world! 

 

Lorna and Quincie also moved on to Advanced with a beautifully executed ‘Q’.  

 

Beth and Willie are still trying!  

 
Got a Wag or Brag? Please send it in. I don’t mind posting pics of Willie and Nike but if you would like to 

highlight your breed, and share your gorgeous pooch with NKC the please send in pictures and/or a write 

up to nkc.newsletter@gmail.com 
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Miniature Schnauzers 

are fun, feisty little dogs, 

that are smart adapta-

ble, and always willing 

to do what you want 

them to do, and some-

times even on “your” 

terms. They are happy to sit on the couch and watch 

a movie, or hiking up the mountain, they just want to 

be with you. They are never boring and there is a 

reason if you misspell it, it comes out ‘terror.’ 

 
They are not always the best choice for a first time 

dog. They can be independent and strong willed and 

it is good if you know how to work with such a dog. 

As long as you train them and spend the time with 

them they are wonderful companions, not like a Lab 

or Havanese, but loving and special with a hint of 

spice. 

 
By CKC standards they should be 12 to 14 inches 

tall, have hard, square, cobby little bodies with dou-

ble wire coat. Well arched necks, flat sloping shoul-

ders and high withers.  Deep ribs and brisket with 

ribs spreading gradually from the first to last rib to 

allow for the elbows to move freely. Bowed legs or 

loose elbows will show in movement if it is there. 

Straight, slightly sloping toplines from withers to 

croup, short loins, and strong muscled rear ends. I 

always say a Schnauzer should have a good ass. In a 

perfect world, when looked at from the side, the in-

side square should match the outside square. 

Schnauzers should never be aggressive nor timid 

and both can be considered a fault. 

 
And here’s a news flash for you—they can be 

barky if not trained properly! They have a strong 

protective instinct for their family and will bark to 

protect. The secret is to allow them to protect 

and guard you and their home, without being an-

noying. It is a constant work in progress in our 

house and the training never stops. 

 
Schnauzers come in 2 colours, salt and pepper, 

black and silver and solid black. They do not 

come in decorator colors like parti, mocha and 

absolutely no kind of chocolate whatsoever; be it 

white, milk or dark. Solid white is not recognized 

in Canada. They do not come in toy or teacup, 

and if you want a big Schnauzer, get a standard or 

a giant and if you want a really small dog, get a 

Yorkie or Chihuahua! Simple. Dogs bred to be 

extra small will come with extra problems. I of-

ten get questioned when out for walks if my dogs 

are too small. I always say no, that they are bred 

to the CKC standard and if dogs seen are larger 

than 14 inches and not a standard or giant, then 

they are simply beautiful but big minis. 

 
Like all purebred dogs they can have their health 

Feisty, Fun Miniature Schnauzers by Sandi Malcolm 



brows can grow very long so need regular 

trimming. Generally a Schnauzer needs to be 

groomed every 6-10 weeks depending on the 

dog. Regular brushing and combing by own-

ers is required to keep them matt free. Reg-

ular grooming by their owners is greatly ap-

preciated by their groomers who don’t like 

to hurt them either, or to spend all the extra 

time for free to dematt them! 
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issues but  attention to breeding pedigrees, feed-

ing programs, exercise and especially buying from 

a breeder that exercises all necessary genetic and 

health testing is the number one criteria. 

 
A hard wire coat is necessary for the show ring, 

being established by hand stripping. Pet dogs are 

clippered and normally end up with soft lovely 

coats. Their trademark beards need to be washed 

regularly if the dog wants to be in your face. Eye-

Dog Blog by Beth Hendry-Yim 

Pretty-dog syndrome is a condition I was first introduced 

to by Bernadette Van Klavaren. She described it during 

an agility class while I and other beginners gaped at our 

dogs jumping, running and flying over and thru obstacles. 

For many of us, agility was a new sport and watching our 

darlings sail over jumps and A frames with the wind 

blowing through their fur, tail streaming behind them and 

ears perked and pretty was entrancing to say the least. 

 
Unfortunately, it’s hard to know where the next obstacle 

is, let alone give a command for it, when your eyes are 

glued to your dog.   

 
The solution? Technology! I had a friend come to the 

recent agility trial (no, we didn’t ‘Q’) to film Willie, yes 

Willie. Not  me. Why? Well, I know I don’t move well, 

and yes I need to push him more and I am not always in 

the right spot. But honestly? I don’t want to watch my-

self making mistakes,  

 
I had him filmed to avoid the syndrome. I want to be free 

to practice correcting my mistakes without being distract-

ed by the gorgeous dog running beside me...well some-

times running beside me.  

   
I’ve watched the video, oh, maybe ten times since the trial 

and I still can’t believe how lovely my boy looks. 

 
Other people obviously suffer from the same syndrome. 

There were SLR’s snapping shots, miniature video camer-

as, iPhones and iPads held high and proudly catching every 

exciting moment.  

 
When I’ve gotten my fill of watching Willie looking beauti-

ful, I’ll take a gander at my moves, maybe even learn a 

thing or two. But for now, I know that this time, I wasn’t 

struck completely dumb and his moves will always be 

available with the click of a mouse.  

 

Thank goodness for technology! 
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UPCOMING EVENTS  

I have a helper! Mary Lou Booth has graciously offered to provide our readers with 
upcoming dog sport and show events. Thank you!  

If you have an event you would like posted in our newsletter please  
contact Mary Lou at  beabooth@shaw.ca.  

 

Obedience 
AIOC-Sat, Mar 23 Trials-NOSA/GVDOTC 

AIOC Mar 24 Forbidden Plateau Trial 
AIOC-April 13, Cowichan Dog Obedience Club, Cobble Hill2010 

 

Specialty Dog Sport 
VIRC-Picnic Trials January 13, February 10, March 10 www.viretrieverclub.ca  

VI Pointing Dog Club Field Tests, Field Trials, April 5-7, Nanoose Bay 
www.vancouverislandpointingdogclub.com  

 

Agility (Editors Pick!) 
Tag-Team Agility-Jan 12  Spring Hill Farm Courtenay 

Dawg Agility-Jan 27, Agriplex Barn, Nanaimo 
Tag-Team Agility-Feb 13 Spring Hill Farm, Courtenay 

AVID-Feb 15, 1258 Stelly’s X Rd., Saanichton 
DAWG Agility-Feb 24 Agriplex Barn, Nanaimo 

Capital Comets Agility– Mar 1 Saanich Fairgrounds 
NKC Agility-Mar 16 Agriplex Barn, Nanaimo  

 

CKC Conformation Shows 
March 1st, 2nd, 3rd, Vic City Kennel Club. Conformation only. 3 All Breed Shows. Con-
tact: BC Dog Show Services Ltd. Deliver to 151-10090 152nd Street Box 504, Surrey, 

BC, Canada V3R 8X8or PO Box 2010, Blaine, WA, USA 98231-2010 

CKC Tracking Trials 
March 17th, Courtenay, BC FORBIDDEN PLATEAU OBEDIENCE & TRACKING CLUB 

March 24th, Comox Valley, BC FLAT-COATED RETRIEVER SOCIETY OF CANADA 

April 27th, 28th Courtenay, BC FORBIDDEN PLATEAU OBEDIENCE & TRACKING CLUB 

 Promoting the Welfare and Development of all Dogs 

We’re on the Web! 

www.nanaimokennelclub.ca 
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Beth Hendry-

Yim 
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Willie has not learned how to type 

on a keyboard …. Yet! So to avoid 

confusion any material found in the 

newsletter without an author credit is 

more than likely written by me. Keep 

in mind though that Willie is a very 

smart boy and knows how to get on 

my desk!  


