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Presidents Report

Christmas time has come and 
gone once again. Thank you to 
the organizers of our event last 
month, I think everyone had a 

good time. I hope we can see 
just as good a turn out for the 
January meeting. 

The Santa Claus parade was a 
lot of fun, and the weather held 
so we didn’t get soaked. 

Dog sport activities like many 
things, take a break for a few 
weeks at the end of the year, but 
I am sure you will all keep busy  
with your four legged friends. 
See you all in the New Year
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Heather, these are gorgeous pictures!
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Awards Banquet and Forms

Hi all this is to notify NKC members that there has been a change 
in who is handling awards from start to finish.  Colleen had 
decided that she could no longer manage getting the Awards out.   
I said that I would be willing to take on that responsibility (and I 
know I have big shoes to fill) along with help from Jan Atkinson.  
So the application form has been changed to reflect said change.

All applications now should go to Carole Walker, 4484 9th Ave 
Port Alberni BC V9Y4V5, or email them to me at 
BouvsRock@shaw.ca

Colleen has assured me that she will be on hand to get me thru 
this first year but not at the event itself for which I shall be very 
grateful, thankfully she doesn't live that far from me.  Believe me, 
there is a lot to learn but I am a quick study and have learned 2 
valuable lessons over the last 2 years when I myself requested 
Marcus be considered for trophies, which had I understood the 
system, would never have put his name down for.  Boy did I feel 
stupid, but everyone has to start someplace.

Thanking you all in advance, Carole/Marcus (bouvier)  (I put the 
dogs name down in case some of you don't know who I am.

.

An absolutely lovely picture of  Heather and her Crew
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Scent Detection Workshop 
Report
from Lorna Craig

On November 30 and December 1 we invaded 
the Centennial building for a two day seminar 
about scent detection.

One of the up and coming dog sports, scent 
detection is the “civilian” version of bomb, 
drug and bedbug sniffing dogs(much safer too)
The dogs work individually ,so it’s a great 
sport for shy , reactive and older dogs. 
Handlers learn to read their dogs body 
language and dogs get to do one of their 
favourite  things.!

Our guest Speaker, KARIN APFEL, is the 
president and one of  the founders of Sporting 
Detection Dogs Association (SDDA) in 
Ontario.She is an experienced dog trainer. 
Each day she had 16 dogs and their handlers to 
demonstrate training techniques. Saturday was 
beginners and Sunday advanced dogs.There 
were also 20 to 30 audit spots each day.
We had participants from Campbell River, 
Courtenay, Duncan and Victoria as well as 
Nanaimo.

Everyone had great fun and learned lots. Karin 
was happy to field questions all day, including 
lunch and after class.

We also had a vendor from Chilliwack who 
had lovely harnesses, leaches and scent kits 
(she sold out of those!)

Everyone I spoke to had a good time, the dogs 
were awesome, and Carole and I have some 

new tools for our next classes.

Hunter and handler, Carol Toms, working at the 
Sporting Detection Dogs Association seminar, 

with Karin Apfel, 
hosted by NKC.

Gail and Kalia with more ribbons!



PROMOTING THE DEVELOPMENT AND WELFARE OF ALL DOGS                                                                            

The Best Laid Plans...
 by Beth Hendry-Yim

I planned on bringing the biggest and best Christmas 
issue ever to the NKC membership in 2013. I wanted to 
close out the year with a bang. 

Ahhh! MhM!

"The best laid plans of mice and men". 

Life happened and my plans went awry. Getting our 
basement suite ready for my 95 year old friend, dad's 
teeth falling out and mum needing help in White Rock to 
get him to the dentist, a major computer glitch at our 
clinic and an injury to my shoulder. All distracted or 
waylaid me from my image of the perfect end-of-the-
year issue.

Looking back, I probably could have gotten it done. I 
could have succeeded, working on it in dribs and drabs 
whenever I had a spare moment. But if any of you know 
me, I like tackling things with head down and heart set, 
plowing through jobs till their done! I'm not good with 
seeing the details, I tend to focus on the finish.

Since I started working on Freestyle dance with Willie, 
I'd been trying to teach Nike, the sheltie, to spin. I call 
her eye candy for a reason, she isn't quite as 
intellectually gifted as our other shelties have been or 
Willie is. Nothing wrong with that, it's just that she 
doesn't make the same intuitive mental leaps, slides or 
even limps as they did and do.

This makes training a bit more of a challenge. Instead of 
looking at the hand holding a small treat in front of her 
nose, trying to lead her in to a spin, she choses to watch 
the other hand, the one holding the large chunk of treat. 
Very frustrating, especially when Willie is spinning 
behind her every time I give the command.

Then I picked up Karen Pryor's book, "Don't Shoot the 
Dog", or as I like to think of it, Don't Underestimate the 
Power of Breaking Training in to Small Bites.  Instead 
of starting the training with the intended trick, Pryor 
suggests breaking the intended behaviour in to small, 
easily attainable and clickable behaviours. In other 
words, take the big job and break it in to small jobs. As 
the dog masters each part of the behaviour, he/she works 
toward accomplishing the final trick or behaviour. I click 
at each successful level, when she's mastered that, I kick 
it up a notch, making it a tad bit more challenging, but 
still moving towards the intended, final trick, until 
finally, she performs the trick we were working towards.

WILLIE’S WISDOM
A DOG’S VIEW

“If you believe that feeling bad or worrying long 
enough will change a past or future event, then you are 
residing on another planet with a different reality 
system.”
William James 

THE LESSONS WE LEARN FROM OUR DOGS                                                                                                JANUARY 2014

I needed to reassess my training technique so that Nike 
experiences only success, every time. 

Well, guess what? Yes, she's spinning on command 
now, but what's more enlightening is how I can apply 
this to myself. 

Before leaping in to a job, I need to break the big goals 
in to small tasks; or small, clickable behaviours that 
don't overwhelm, paralyze or set me up for failure. By 
reinforcing each incremental level of success, the path 
to completion is easier and doesn't tax my intellectual 
abilities.

So, no to the Christmas issue and hello to the January 
2014 issue. I'm working on creating it bit by bit, over 
the holidays, and it's coming together nicely. 
Especially, with all the lovely pictures I've been sent. 

My dear fellow NKC members, my apologies for 
missing a month's issue, I ask that you don't shoot the 
newsletter editor.
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Wags and Brags
Sharing the Highlights and Accomplishments of our Dogs

PROMOTING THE WELFARE AND DEVELOPMENT OF ALL DOGS                                                                   JANUARY 2014

Beth and Will, Val and Crumpit, Janet and Chance, Yvonne and 
Ron with Tweed and Parker, Carol and Hunter, Carrie and Cody, 
Carol and Stella, all  bring cheer and smiles to Long Lake 
Chateau.

Will delivering candy to the seniors in a basket. people.
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CHRISTMAS PICS!

Please Note: If your pictures or stories did not show up in this newsletter, please resend and I will add them to next month’s! 

Your newsletter editor is not responsible for editing articles et al so please forgive any typos, grammatical blips or spelling 

errors from fellow members and your newsletter editor. 

Christmas doggies, hope they all got what they 

asked for!

Santa, Bob and the kids. 
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.

 

More Pictures of our Fur Cuties!

The Malcolm Crew

Hi All, I have a "small brag"   Marcus officially 
known as CH (Alt) CH LANVERN'S POWER 
PLAY RN CGN TAN HCT AC HIT MULTI 
BEST IN SHOW (ALT) can now add BVCX to 
his name.   He has just been awarded the Bouvier 
Versatility Companion Excellent title by the 
Bouvier des Flandres Club of Canada.  For those 
interested you can visit the site below and so you 
can see the steps taken to be awarded that title.   
Next goal is his BVCCH, however, need to get his 
CD, CDX and or RA, that is probably going to be 
harder than what we have accomplished to date.

http://www.bouviercanada.com/
versatilityAwards.html

Thanks for letting me share, Carole Walker

A quick brag for Schooner  - at Lower Mainland he 
finished his championship with a 4 BB out of 5 shows 
and a Group 4th.        

Bailey achieved his Advanced Games Dog of Canada 
title a couple of weeks ago and has earned 5 agility 
titles this year.  So now Ch. Seket Mara Troubadour 
CGN RN PCD and 11 agility titles.
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TRICKS CLASS FUN                                                                                                                                      JANUARY 2014

Fun with Tricks
Taught by Carol Toms, the class is a 

great way to enhance the 

relationship with your dog. It’s 

great for the older dog who gets a 

little down when the younger ones 

get more attention! 
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SPECIAL DOGS	
 JANUARY 2014

Rian also won Best in 
Herding Group- Owner 
Handled at 9 months of 
age at Lower Mainland 
Dog Fanciers in October. 

Rian Chica V.H. Haskerhus 
won Best Puppy in Group at 
Alberni Dog Show in October.
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COME OUT AND TRY NEW FUN EVENTS!
CONFORMATION SANCTION MATCH

All Breeds plus Altered Dogs
and Belgian Shepherd Dogs

JANUARY 25TH, 2014
CENTENNIAL BUILDING, BEBAN PARK, NANAIMO

2300 Bowen Road, Nanaimo
contact HARBOUR CITY DOG FANCIERS: www.hcdf.ca
Day of Event entries open from 8:00 am

Cost is $3.00 per dog.
Ribbons will be offered for Best of Breed, Group, and Match;

Reserve and Altered in Match

FUN FOR THE WHOLE FAMILY!
Know of an upcoming event? Please forward to nkc.newsletter@gmail.com 

Events

February 15-16, 2014 Easter Breeds Judging Seminar, Saanichton, BC-Mysteries Of The Orient' 
Dog Judges Seminar with Paul Stanton

February 21-23, 2014-Disaster Dog Basics Seminar, North Saanich, BC-Learn the basics of disaster 
search and alert with Mary-Amm Warren

February 23-24, 2014-Structure and Strategies for the Working Dog, Union Bay, BC-Understand 
structure and learn proper care & exercises for various issues with Tracey Giffin, DVM

February 28-March 2, 2014, Victoria Kennel Club, Duncan, BC-3 All Breed Shows

Agility

February 21, 2014, AVID, Saanich Fairgrounds Agriplex- Judge Barry Beckner-Closes February 14

February 21, 2014, DAWG, Agriplex Building, Beban Park-Judge-Bernadette Van Klaveren- Closes 
February 7.

Enjoy!

http://www.hcdf.ca
http://www.hcdf.ca
mailto:nkc.newsletter@gmail.com
mailto:nkc.newsletter@gmail.com
http://www.avidagility.com
http://www.avidagility.com
http://www.nanaimopetservices.com
http://www.nanaimopetservices.com

