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Presidents Info and Executive News

Purpose of the
Club:

I read a blog around
Christmas time that I
keep telling people
about, because the
statement in it, kind of
hit home. The blogger
wrote that we allow our
dogs to do the things
they do because we like
it. Wow.

 Promoting the welfare
and development of all
dogs
 Providing training classes
for owners and dogs, and
information on dog care
and training
 Holding shows, trials and
other activities for dogs
——————————
GENERAL MEETINGS :
4TH MONDAY MONTHLY
EXCEPT JULY, AUGUST AND
DECEMBER
BEBAN PARK, ROOM 8, 7:15
PM

I like my dog jumping up
on me, or barking at the
neighbours. Not. But
what I think they really meant was, if it bothered us,
we would do something about it. So when my dog

Dog Blog by Beth Hendry-Yim
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Nike needs to let
the neighbourhood
know everytime
John and I argue.
I don’t mean she
runs outside and
dashes to the next
door neighbour’s
house. No, that would be preferable.
It’s barking loud enough to herald the Second Coming. That’s my Nike.

is dragging me down the street because I haven’t
adequately taught him how to walk on a loose
leash, I don’t really like it, but that was more
polite than saying I am too lazy to train my dog.
I have the young dog in the Intermediate / CGN
class with NKC right now. Class is going well,
the instructor keeps telling us our dogs are so far
advanced, and I think she means everyone but my
dog, since we still can’t greet people without
jumping up on them, but we are continuing to
work on it.
So far, new years resolution has not been broken. How is your training coming? Thank you to
all the NKC volunteers who put on our great
classes.

Perhaps the fighting stimulates an inherited need
for pack involvement. Perhaps it’s an instinctual
shared enjoyment of tension release or perhaps
our yelling hurts her ears and she just wants some
peace and quiet.
Whatever the reason she cuts down on the raised
voices. It’s hard to stay focused on yelling at each
other, telling her to stop jumping and hollering at
both of them to cease the racket.
Maybe that was their intention all the time. Redirection! Get the humans focused on them rather
then on killing each other.

She starts out quietly, keeping volume matched to the
clenched teeth words that start the discussion.

Just like I do during training, if they aren’t focused
on me I redirect their attention back by using toy
or food.

We barely notice her.

Perhaps Nike is smarter than we believed.

Then as we get more adamant in defending our respective sides, her barking increases in volume, speed
and pitch.

The result is that we don’t argue as much, and
speaking softer keeps us using more constructive
words and ideas rather then harshly descriptive
phrases.

She will jump up, scrabbling at our legs, alternating
between the two of us, then run and get reinforcements. Willie joins in, and though his voice isn’t as
hard on the ears, its loud and John and I can’t yell
over it, although we continue to try for awhile.

Now the neighbours don’t think we’re on the
verge of divorce and Nike, bless her little voice,
has taken to barking at everything and anything
else.

Page 2

NKC Canine News

Addy’s Story by Janice McAllan
Addy came to live with Piper
and I in the fall of 2006; I
received an email from a
member of our kennel club
one day telling me a beagle
had shown up at the SPCA
here in town. I had no plans
for a second dog as I was in
the middle of changing jobs
and wasn’t sure what impact
that would have on my life.
I went to the SPCA just find out more about the dog; as most
breeders like to know if one of their pup's end up at the SPCA.
Once I saw the dog and read her history; committed pretty much
every crime a dog can commit; I had to take her. She was a very
cute dog and my fear was she would end up back in a home with
young children and no time for training.
Addy was turned into the Clarenville SPCA in Newfoundland as a
stray in May of 2005 at approximately 10 weeks old. Beagles are

ly could keep this dog safe and if I was the best place for her.
But she had such a sweet personality I couldn’t give up. I reenforced the back yard fence, by burying boards and then nailing boards on an angle at the bottom of the fence and eventually solved the digging out problem.
We started obedience classes right away and even though she
was a year and a half she started with puppy agility classes; as
she was very much still a puppy. Going to classes was good for
her as her socialization skills were not great, she was comfortable around Piper but not so much around strange dogs. It’s
hard to explain her reaction to classes, but it was as if a little
light went on when she realized she could learn. Just like Piper
she loves her food, but she also loves attention and by just
getting a lot of attention she became a totally different dog.
At home we worked hard on coming when called and teaching
her to wait and to get off. The first time she climbed on my
dining room table and I told her to get off and she did; I walked
towards
her to praise her and she slunk down as far as she could as if
she was trying to disappear; it almost broke my heart. This
really enforced the need for positive, reward based training.
She has completed her advanced obedience classes and earned
her Canine Good Neighbour Certificate in the spring of 2008.
She continued with agility class and began trialing in 2008. In
2008 she completed her starters’ level with AAC and her advance level in 2009. She qualified for Nationals in 2011 and
earned her Agility Trial Champion and her Bronze Award of
Merit in the fall of that year. In 2012 we were very fortunate
that both the AAC Regionals and the AAC Nationals
were to be held in our home town; walking distance from
home.

bred for hunting in Newfoundland and other areas back east and
the conception that they aren’t meant to be pets still exists; unfortunately a lot end up in bad situations.
Addy came to Vancouver Island through the rescue program to
live with a family down Island but with young children as well as a
puppy there just wasn’t the time for classes or teach her basic
obedience. As she grew she soon had the run of the house; to the
point where she would take food off the kids’ plates; her family
couldn’t keep her and she once again ended up in the SPCA.
When I first picked her up I had my neighbors look after Piper and
my new dog and I walked Westwood Lake. Her name then was
Adey, I would talk to her, call her name and had such little
response that; until she responded to a barking dog; I thought I had
adopted a deaf dog. I soon figured out she could hear just fine she
just choose not to respond. She then became Addy and we immediately started the name game.
The first few months were difficult as she would try to run out the
front door whenever it was opened and would dig out of my
fenced back yard if not watched closely. I often questioned if I real-

For her second time she qualified for Nationals which meant
she would get run in Nationals on her home turf. I wasn’t sure
how it would go but I was just glad that she would be able to
join her sister Piper as a competing dog. Our first two runs
were gamble which are something we are not very good at;
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after working so hard teach her to stay with me on course; it
will be a while before she will have confidence to work away;
but we had a respectable opening in both. Our next course
was jumpers and like everyone we went in hoping for that
clean run and we got it. At that point I figured that was enough
to ask for but in the back of my mind I thought it would be so
nice to get a clean dog walk contact since that was were she
faulted in both the 2011 and 2012 Regionals.
Standard was our next run and she did me proud completing
the run clean. Only two runs left on the Sunday and I could
tell the activities were getting to be a lot for her; she always
has energy to play but she does get over whelmed mentally
and at one point I was wondering if I was asking too much of
her, but decided she would let me know when she had had
enough. Once again she did me proud running another clean
jumpers run.
We had a break before our last run in order for the running
order to get adjusted so that the top 15 dogs in each group
would run last in reverse order within their groups. I went to
check the order and was so happy and surprised to see Addy

listed in 11th place in her division. Did she have one
more run in her; she wasn’t to sure about leaving her
crate but I figured we had come this far we had to see it
to the end. I enticed her out with her treats and we
headed to the ring to wait for our run. Normally she will
play games with me and we do spins and such to warm
up but she wasn’t interested so we just sat together until
our run. We went to the line and I just hoped
for the best and my little girl came through once more
with her fourth clean run which put her on the podium in
10th place.
When I think back to when I first got her and wondered
if I was the best place for her; I would had never believe
that me and this little dog would stand together on the
Podium of a National Competition. Her sister Piper; was
my first very own puppy that I had raised and trained
from seven weeks of age and is very dear to me and will
always be my first dog; but Addy holds a special place in
my heart as she has truly shown me that with time and
love comes confidence and with confidence great things
can happen.
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Empire Days Parade
Sandi Malcolm
SUNDAY, MAY 19, 2013
1 PM PARADE STARTS
(11:30 MUSTER)
It’s that time of year again and our club has been invited to participate in the Empire Days
parade in downtown Nanaimo. Come and join us for this fun filled walk with your dog and
other members of your club.
The theme for 2013 is “Travel the World” and what fun we can have with that. How many
different breeds of dogs do we have in our club, and from different parts of the world My
own Schnauzers are from Germany, Chihuahuas are Mexican, how about Australia Cattle
Dogs, Irish Wolfhounds, German Shepherds and so on.
I am looking for suggestions as to how to incorporate the parade theme into our participation with costumes, signage and a general look. We can all wear signage that states our
breed of dog and where they come from, we can wear flags from the country or countries.
Ideas and suggestions please.
I have entered us to be judged on how we interpret the theme and also on our clean up detail. Yes – there is a judging for clean up!
I’ve included a picture of one of our flower pots in front of our house last summer when we came back from a walk with 6 dogs.
There is actually 6 red bags full of “stuff” sitting on top of the flowers. Maybe we could fill up a wheelbarrow with flowers and someone can push it and we can deposit poop bags when they happen???? Use all different colors of poop bags. At least it looks pretty.
Suggestions please …………
If you would like to join in this fun, send me an e mail at mimicker@shaw.ca and leave me your name, contact information, breed of
dog and any suggestions you can share. . And of course, mix breeds are very welcome too – you are special and get to wear double
signage for your dog.
As usual, if your dog is bomb proof and loves people, you walk the sides of the group, if not, you walk the middle of the group. Less
stress on your dog.

Announcements
Volunteers Needed Urgently - Experienced
Ring Stewards
for June Show
Location - Nanaimo Curling Club
Get an up close and personal view of the
dogs competing!
Pick your day
Thursday June 13th
Friday June 14th
Saturday June 15th
Sunday June 16th
Contact Linda Fraser
cdclmbr@shaw.ca
250-248-2379 (Parksville)

The editor received so many wonderful brags and pictures from the Victoria
show that she decided to dedicate the
next newsletter to brags and wags a
breed highlight onAussies and your
notes and impressions from the Ian
Dunbar Seminar! Stay tuned the pictures are lovely!
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Canine Health Check
Xylitol Toxicity by Jill Mennie
A few years ago, while living in Saskatchewan, I had
an experience which showed me how very toxic Xylitol can be to dogs.
On a Sunday evening my family and I were relaxing
following supper, when my 2 year old granddaughter
started to cry saying "Emmy ate my gum" Brielle had
taken gum from her Mom's purse, broken it up, put it
in a dish and put the dish on the floor, she said she
was making soup !!. Naturally the dog ate it!!. Luckily
my daughter knew how much gum we were dealing
with and we were both aware that it might contain
Xylitol, which we knew to be toxic.
We immediately checked the package for content
and sure enough found the gum contained Xylitol. I
immediately phoned the small animal clinic at the
University of Saskatchewan, and within 30-35 minutes
of ingesting the gum we had the dog in ICU. She had
been given Apomorphine, and had vomited the offending gum out. Emmy was then given Activated
Charcoal to absorb any remaining toxins. I thought
that would be the end of things , but no such luck,
the vet wanted to keep her for observation. Thank
Goodness she did. At about midnight Emmy's blood
glucose level plummeted to below normal, and she

Brags from the Agility World
William James (Willie)
earned a Starters
Gamblers Q and is
now an Advanced
Gambler. Oh my it
was sooo fun, I think
I’ve watched the video
at least twenty times!!

was maintained on IV glucose for the rest of the night.
Had she been at home with me the levels would no
doubt have continued to fall, and I would not have
been aware until perhaps she would have started to
seizure.
The following day the blood sugar level stabilized and
I was able to take home a happy apparently healthy
dog. Not completely out of the woods yet though.
Xylitol can also cause Liver Damage, so one week
later we were back for repeat blood tests, although
the vet was fairly confident that all would be well because of the timely treatment. This proved to be the
case and my precious Emmy was given a clean bill of
health. Many dogs are not so lucky and arrive at the
vet only after they start to show symptoms of illness,
and it is impossible to save them.
Apparently Xylitol, although it is safe for humans,
causes a huge release of insulin in dogs or cats. It is
found in sugar free products, like gum, breath mints
and Ice cream. I have been telling everyone who will
listen about this, and many people are not aware of
the danger Xylitol can be to our furry friends, please
tell all your dog owner friends about it.
Interestingly the company that produces Xylitol, completely downplayed the dangers when they were questioned about it but I know for certain that I am taking
no chances with it with my dogs.

Ch. Islandview Holds All the
Aces, RA, CGN, CDN-1,
CDN-2, FND (Hunter),
Brittany Spaniel owned by
Carol Toms, earned a Starters Gamblers Q at the
DAWG agility trial on Feb.
24th. And as this editor
notes, he did it with great
skill and awesome teamwork!

BERGHOF'S ARBUTEUS LADY CGN,
HIT,RN,HT,ASCA HERDING STARTED (SHEEP),
and recently at DAWG Agility trials SGDC (Started
Games Dog of Canada)
Now Mom?

Page 6

NKC Canine News

Brags

We have beautiful dogs in our club with such talent and looks.
They deserve lots of praise, cuddles and cookies.

Our girl MYLAD SYLARENA AINT MSBHAVEN, Panda: Havanese. Received 9points at the Old Lang
Sine show in December 2012. The next she was entered in was Ladies Kennel Club in Cloverdale in
January 2013. She attained her Championship with a Best of Breed Win over Specials.
GENERAL APPEARANCE: Sturdy, well balanced, small drop-eared dog, rectangular in outline, slightly longer than tall, with long
abundant, soft and wavy hair in a variety of colours and patterns. Casual and carefree, unaffected in both manner and appearance.
Movement lively and elastic, plumed tail carried over the back.
COAT and COLOUR: Hair: Well suited to a breed developed in the tropics, the abundant, silken double coat is fine, soft and
lightweight throughout, with a subtle airiness, less substantial at the touch than appearance suggests. Undercoat light and may not
be very developed. The topcoat, very long (12-18cm in adults) does not hang to the ground, allowing light under the dog when
standing on a solid surface; it enhances and reflects the lines of the body. No preference given for extreme length or profuseness.
Puppy coats shorter, softer, less full than adult’s. Hair ideally wavy; any degree of wave permissible. Single, perfectly straight or
tightly curled coats undesirable; wooly, harsh or wiry textures incorrect. Natural coat separation is acceptable, deliberate parting is
not. Head furnishings simply brushed back or allowed to fall naturally. Scissoring and all trimming forbidden. Exceptions: tidying the
base of the feet and minimal hygienic trimming unnoticeable on presentation. Thorough hands-on examination helps evaluate faults
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Breed Highlight: Havanese
("Habaneros" in Spanish) is
also known as the Havana
Silk Dog. These little
"charmers" are a part of
the Bichon Family and are
descended from the same
bloodlines that produced
the Water Spaniel, Poodle,
and Portugues Water dog.
It is believed that during the days of the Spanish
Empire they were brought to Cuba by sea captains
to be sold to wealthy Cuban families as well as given as gifts to win the favour of wealthy senoras.
The breed is thought to have developed without
outside influence and evolved unique adaptations
for the hot cuban climate. It is a remarkably heattolerant dog, due to its unique coat. The coat is like
raw silk floss, profuse, but extremely light and soft,
and insulating against the tropical sun. In its native
country, the coat was never clipped for this reason,
and the hair never tied into a topknot, as the Cubans believe the hair protects the eyes from the
harsh sun. It loves the water and is an accomplished
swimmer.
By the mid-eighteenth century, they became very
popular in Europe. Queen Victoria is said to have
owned two and Charles Dickens had one called
Tim, which was much beloved by his seven chil-

dren. They were exhibited in the early
European dog shows
and type was wellestablished. In Cuba
meanwhile, the times
were changing. The aristocracy of the sugar barons was dying out and a new class was emerging,
the bourgeoisie, and the little dog of Havana,
adaptable as always, became an exceptional family
dog, playmate of children, watchdog. It is a position he has held there for the past hundred and
fifty years. It is said, though debated, that they
were also a herder of the family poultry flock.
After the Cuban revolution, the Havanese began
to die out except for a
handful of them who
found their way to the
United States where they
have slowly but steadily
been rebuilt. All the
Havanese in the world
today, except for those
from the "iron curtain"
countries and those remaining in Cuba, stem from
those 11 immigrants. Through out of their travels
Havanese type has remained virtually unchanged
from that of the dogs in the eighteenth century.

A sampling of the Victoria Show sent by Larry Parks….thanks for sharing

Promoting the Welfare and Development of all Dogs

UPCOMING EVENTS
AAC (Agility Assoc of Canada)
April 6th - Spring Hill Farms 2451 Hardy Road Courtenay BC
SGContact: trials@roadstersagilityclub.com
April 12, 13th - 1528 Stelly's Cross Road, Saanichton, BC
April 26,27,28 - Pacific Playgrounds, Black Creek, BC
Box 554,
Nanaimo BC
V9R 5L5
Building Phone: 250-756-4122
E-mail:
nkc.newsletter@gmail.com

We’re on the Web!
www.nanaimokennelclub.ca

NKC Executive 2012
President

Carole Ann
Grayson

1st VicePresident

Doug Savory
268-0588

2nd VicePresident

Open

Secretary

Sandra Wilson
245-5664

Treasurer

Linda Halliday

CKC AGILITY:
May 11th, 12th at Cowichan Exhibition Center, Duncan BC Tyee Kennel Club Contact: karab@telus.net
CKC CONFORMATION
May 10-13th Cowichan Recreation Centre, Duncan, BC Tyee Kennel Club
Contact: Western Dog Shows
CKC OBEDIENCE
April 20, 21st - North Saanich Dog Obedience Club Contact: nosadotc@shaw.ca
SEMINARS
Canine Anatomy and Movement Seminar and Hound Breeds Seminar
Event Website : http://www.dogjudgesstudygroup.com/services_upcoming%20seminars.htm
Awards Night
April 26th- Cottonwood Golf Course, Cassidy, BC
To purchase tickets for the banquet mailto:magnblase@shaw.ca

PURINA WALK for DOG GUIDES.
May 26th, 2013. At “ Maffeo Sutton Park.
Lions Pavillion. Registration 10am. Walk 11am.
HOST, Hub-City Lions & Nanaimo Kennel Club.
Contact person, Ruth 250-729-7860

Directors
Maggie
Henigman
756-0268

Bob Scott

Sandi Malcolm Lorna Craig
729-9920
758-0653
Sherry
Drebnicki
722-3757
Membership

Carolyn Kool
Sabine
Blackburn

AIOC Rep

Maggie
Henigman

Newsletter

Beth HendryYim
756-9818

Did you attend Ian Dunbar’s Seminar? If so,
please send in a short
testimonial. What did
you learn? How will you
train your dog differently? What impacted you
the most?
Please send your brief
comments to
nkc.newsletter@gmail.co
m Willie will gladly look
through them and add
them to the newsletter!

