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NKC Canine News
A Word from Our President
!
Every year the Nanaimo Kennel Club puts on a lovely
display for VIEX. The Vancouver Island Exhibition is generally
held the third weekend in August. The NKC needs a committee to
plan and organize this event. If you would like to be part of the
crew who gets all the glory for putting on this lovely weekend
exhibition, please send a note to Carole Ann at ca.brown@telus.net.
!
Remember, if no one steps forward to be on the planning
committee, this event that we have partaken in for many years may
fall by the wayside. The VIEX events demo is a major way that we
contact the public about the NKC, purebred dogs, and dog sports.
If you are passionate about your sport , your dog, your club and
want to continue to see the NKC put on a demonstration, then
please come forward to help with this committee. The committee
will organize the events we plan to hold and the timing for them,
and seek out volunteers to man the display and demonstration.
Another announcement I am excited about. Julia Dow has agreed
to take on the position of booking for the Beban Park complex. We
appreciate her stepping forward and taking care of this job.

Purpose of the Club
•

Promoting the welfare
and development of all
dogs

• Providing training classes
for owners and dogs and
information on dog care
and training
• Holding shows, trials and
other activities for dogs
General Meetings:
4th Monday monthly
except July, August and
December at
Beban Park, Room 8
7:15 PM
Newsletter Deadline is
the 15the of each month.
Email:
nkc.newsletter@gmail.com

Thanks so Much!

NOTE FROM NEWSLETTER EDITOR

I’m sure you noticed the new format for
the newsletter. I hope you like it. It should be
cleaner and easier to look at.
I changed it because the old software and
design were on a PC. And though I do have a
PC, I am also a Mac user.
!

Besides it isn’t
the format you’re
looking for is it? It’s
the puppy pictures!
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EVERY ONCE IN A WHILE.....
Every once in a while a puppy
comes into your life that
absolutely lights up the universe...I
have had many puppies over the
years - however nobody has
captured my heart like Miss
Mercy! These pictures share a
glimpse of her wonderful
personality..
In the show ring Honorbul's Have
Mercy has done well winning WB
her second time in the ring:-).
Julie Dow

Aello holds on even when she was a
sleeping baby. (God forbid Brutus
might want it ) Amber

PRIZE WINNING PUPPY PICTURE
Eyes to implore, appease,
melt your heart and
otherwise make you fall head
over heels in love.
Ears with
which to hang
on your every
word!

This has got to be one of the
best puppy pictures ever.
Thanks Wendy Tisdall!

Again, ears that hear
your every word!

Gorgeous coat to shed
all over your brand
new suit jacket.

Jowls you just have to kiss!

FLAT COAT RETRIEVER

They make wonderful dogs for active families and desire closeness with their family,
wanting to be included in all family activities.

!
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BREED HIGHLIGHT: THE FLAT COAT RETRIEVER BY WENDY TISDALL
loading shotguns and the popularity of “shoot
parties” of birds on estates and the increased need
for a faster retrieving dog. The names give to
identify a “retrieve type” of dog during this time
tended to be based on the dog’s coat type. Labrador,
curly coat or “wavy coated” as the breed was
originally referred to as.
Many of the dog breeds that are seen in the show
ring today have changed considerably from the
breed’s original type and purpose. This is not so with
the Flat-Coated Retriever, dogs we see today bare a
very strong resemblance to the dogs of the past.
The Flat-Coated Retriever was developed in England
in the mid-1800 from the St. John's Dog, (smaller
version of today’s Newfoundland) combined with the
working field setter, sheep-dogs and spaniels. Prior
to the mid-1800s dogs used for shooting were mainly
of the setter, pointer or spaniel type. The mid 1800
saw major changes in hunting and shooting patterns
with the introduction of more sophisticated breech-

At the end of the last century and the beginning of
this, the Flat-Coated Retriever was the first of the
retrievers to win widespread acclaim as a shooting
dog. It was almost the universal dog of choice of
those who required a dog for formal game shooting
and wildfowling. Sportsmen prized the breed’s
versatility as a gundog, companion and appreciated
their natural pointing and flushing ability. They were

highl y popular among estate
owners and gamekeepers. After
the war, interest in the breed
declined for many years, in part
due to the increasing popularity of
other retriever breeds. Fortunately
however, a few breed enthusiasts
dedicated themselves to the
survival and perpetuation of the
Flat-Coat as a versatile working
dog.
In comparison to the great public
demand for Labrador & Golden
Retrievers at this time, the relative
lack of popularity of the Flat-Coat

has helped the breed hold on to
shown in the conformation ring
the it's well-deserved reputation as and those that are worked in the
a dual-purpose dog; with little
field.
diﬀerence between those being

They can be soft dogs in training, requiring fair and thoughtful training methods, often
getting bored with repetitive training they require a “creative trainer”.

!

PAGE 3

NKC: PROMOTING THE WELFARE AND DEVELOPMENT OF ALL DOGS!

MAY, 2013

BREED HIGHLIGHT CONTINUED
in books for this quality. They are highly tolerant but
being a relatively large and strong breed, need to be
supervised with toddlers in case of over-zealousness,
most commonly knocking them over with their
constantly wagging tail! They make wonderful dogs
for active families and desire closeness with their
family, wanting to be included in all family activities.
With enough exercise they will be quiet indoors,
saving the activity for the outside. Being that they
are a very social breed they need lots of gentle but
firm leadership from their family.

The CKC standard for the breed states - “The FlatCoated Retriever combines substance and strength
with elegance and refinement, which together with a
happy and active demeanor, intelligent expression,
and clean lines, have been eloquently described as
power without lumber, and raciness without
weediness. “
“The distinctive features of the Flat-Coat are the
silhouette (moving as well as standing): smooth,
eﬀortless movement, head type, coat and character.
A proud carriage, responsive attitude, waving tail,
and over-all look of quality, strength, style and
symmetry complete the picture of the typical FlatCoat. The Flat-Coat is a strong and elegant working
retriever. Quality of structure, balance and harmony
of all parts both standing and in motion are essential.
As a breed whose purpose is of a utilitarian nature,
structure and condition should give every indication
of being suited for hard work.”

Because of the breed’s versatile heritage they tend to
be both highly trainable and biddable and excel in
multiple dog sports such as obedience, tracking,
agility, flyball and drafting. They can be soft dogs in
training, requiring fair and thoughtful training
methods, often getting bored with repetitive training
they require a “creative trainer”. Flat-Coats are
often referred to as the "Peter Pan" of the dog world
given they never quite grow up and tend to keep
their “youthfully good-humored outlook on life” into
old age. The breed is slow to reach both physical and
mental maturity. Best described as fun-loving and
often mischievous, the typical Flat-Coat feels more
"worthwhile" and expects to be admired when he is
carrying something (anything) in his mouth.

A Flat-Coat’s head is a unique feature to of breed,
and is described as being "of one piece" with a
minimal stop and a backskull of approximately the
length as the muzzle. Dark brown, almond shaped
eyes give the breed it’s intelligent, friendl y
expression.
The Flat-Coated Retriever is a very people-oriented
breed, exceptional with children and commonly cited

!
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SCHAPENDOS SUBMITTED BY LOUISE SHULTZ

The Nederlandse
Schapendoes (Dutch Sheepdog
in CKC) is a cheerful, active,
aﬀectionate dog that learns
quickly and gets along well with
families, dogs and other pets.
They love to be out and about
with their people and excel in
obedience and agility. The
originated in the Netherlands
where they were valued for
their sheep herding skills and
intelligence. They are a lightly
built dog with an eﬀortless
spring movement and are
amazing jumpers. They have a
long shaggy coat that does
require a thorough brushing
and combing every week or
two. They stand 40-50 cm at
the shoulder and weigh from
12-18 kg. They come in many
diﬀerent colours.
“The Schapendoes is friendly, high-spirited, independent
and alert. He is also very aﬀectionate and loyal to his family.
He has great endurance, mobility and speed as well as a
tremendous ease of jumping. Like most herding breeds, the
Schapendoes requires a fair amount of exercise and enjoys
many dog sports and activities.” Canada’s Guide to Dogs

HARBOUR CITY DOG FANCIERS SUBMITTED BY DEL BEAULAC

Plans are progressing for the first sanction
match required of our club become licensed
for UKC events. We have a date
booked....October 5th for obedience and
October 6th for conformation. There will be
a info/education seminar prior to the match.
Our plan is to offer Obedience, Rally

!

Obedience Weight Pulls, Juniors and
conformation on these two days.
Watch the newsletter for more information. If
we have any members familiar with the UKC
weight pulls competition please contact the
editor or the president of NKC.
nkc.newsletter@gmail.com
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THE GSD CRUISER

"YOU HAD TO HAVE HER" Oh how often I've heard
that phrase. There she was as "scruﬀy smudge" of a fur ball
who promptly marched over and started pulling at my
shoelaces, biting at my ankles and hands. Definitely a runt
compared to her kennel mates but of fine lineage and with an
attitude. I suppose I had to have her and shortly afterwards we were
on our way back to the Island So began our journey with Senta vom
Bullinger, pet name "Frauke" or "little lady" in German (anything
but). This girl was trouble! Our training began almost immediately, all
Frauke had to do was to pretend to squat on the carpet and we were oﬀ the couch in a nano
second, chasing her about the house much to her pleasure At times she would study us intently
and as soon as anyone showed the slightest apprehension she was oﬀ like a shot - leading us on
another merry chase. The toilet roll proved to be a great attraction, with the paper streaming
behind her as she ran down the hallway. Stealth was something to come later, for often she was
merely a blur heading for her crate, bouncing oﬀ the back wall
with some forbidden treasure. A very happy puppy, easy to train
but only if I made it interesting otherwise she would simply walk
away and find a toy to amuse herself - leaving me standing there.
She has a wonderful temperament, although some behaviours I
would like to change (my fault of course). Puppy on board while
cruising the Gulf Islands presented a few challenges, yet she
behaved like an old sea dog - loved the Islands, the beaches and
all the kids she met along the way. Continued on next page.

!
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My one misgiving is teaching her "peek-aboo" where she comes through your legs from
behind, looking up at you with a big smile, tail
wagging fiercely. (The cue is placing your hands
on your hips) Unfortunately she has taken to
greeting perfect strangers this way, without cue
and of course the unsuspecting recipients reaction
and vocal response along with the laughter of
those witnessing the violation becomes very
rewarding and reinforcing for the little beast.
Many a time I've had to apologize and offer to
replace the spilt wine!
	


But then of course, I had to have her!

Party On! One More Word from Our President
course, and boom, I wanted to
know where to sign up.

night out with a good bunch of
people, who all enjoy the same
things as you and I do, our dogs.

Of course , it is not all about the
prizes, but receiving a plaque
with your dog’s name on it, and
any accomplishments you have
achieved is quite rewarding and
This past weekend was the NKC it is heartwarming to know that
awards banquet. If you were not all the members of the Nanaimo
Kennel Club are applauding your
there, you missed a good time,
accomplishments along with you.
with good food, good
camaraderie, and a lot of joy in
I haven’t received a plaque in
watching the awards be
quite some time, so if you are in Carole Ann presented awards
presented.
the same boat as I am, maybe
and plaques to members.
your
dog
is
not
quite
ready,
or
Prior to joining the NKC, I was
retired, or you just have a great
at an obedience trial, and
bed warmer, don’t feel any less
someone asked me to confirm I
accomplished than the members
was a member of NKC. I was
who received row upon row of
not, and I asked, why would I
merit badges or the giant
be ? ( not in such a derogatory
sounding tone, of course) and her trophies to sit on their mantel
for the next year, and maybe you
answer was, well you would
too will join us next year at the
qualify for more prizes, of
awards banquet, since it is a good
!

PAGE 7

NKC: PROMOTING THE WELFARE AND DEVELOPMENT OF ALL DOGS!

Upcoming Events

MAY, 2013

Committee Members
President Carole Ann Grayson

AAC (Agility Association of Canada)
May 4 Trail Blazers, Spring Hill Farms, 2451 Hardy Rd., Courtenay,
BC Contact: Karma3@telus.net
May 11th, 12th at Cowichan Exhibition Center, Duncan BC Tyee
Kennel Club Contact: karab@telus.net
May 19, Dawg Agility, Agriplex at Beban Park, Nanaimo
June 28, AVID, 1528 Stelly’s Cross Road, Victoria

1st Vice President-Doug Savory 268-0588
2nd Vice President-Open
Secretary-Sandra Wilson 245-5664
Treasurer-Linda Halliday
Booking-Julia Dow

Directors
Maggie Henigman-756-9268

CKC CONFORMATION
May 10-13th Cowichan Recreation Centre, Duncan, BC Tyee Kennel
Club Contact: Western Dog Shows
May 25-26, CKC Trials-Greater Victoria
May 11, Vancouver Island Toy Dog Club
May 11, Beagle Club of Western Canada
May 12, BC All Terrier Club
May 11, Newfoundland Dog Club of Canada
June 13-16, Nanaimo Kennel Club, Centennial Building, Beban Park

Sandi Malcolm-729-9920
Bob Scott
Lorna Craig-758-0653
Sherry Drebnicki-722-3757
Carolyn Kool

Membership
Sabine Blackburn

AIOC Rep
Maggie Henigman

Other Events
May 11 at Mill Bay, Field Dog Trial, Vancouver Island Pointer Club
May 26, Vancouver Island Retriever Club Picnic Trial,
www.viretrieverclub.ca
June 1, Lure Coursing, Vancouver Island Lure Coursing Association,
Cassidy, 250-479-5818

Thanks Maggie for all the work you and your volunteers did to make our annual banquet such a success!
Thanks to all of you!

!
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