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Message from the president
I would like to introduce your new executive for the coming year.
President

Deanna Smith

1st. Vice President

Sandi Malcolm

2nd. Vice President

Linda Halliday

Secretary

Marlene Caskey

Treasurer

Carol-Ann Grayson

Membership

Carole Walker

Past President

Sharon Medforth
Directors

Michelle Martin
Judy Robertson

Jerrilynn Harris
Gail Beerman

Dinant Vanden Hoek
My message to the club membership is that I hope we can all come together and make this
club work as it did in the 90’s.
There is no need for shouting and disagreements at our monthly meetings. I refer to the
meeting of November 26, 2018. Several people choose to raise their voices and/or walk out.
We have to remember that as club members everyone has a right to their opinion and their
say. If you don’t like it I say “grin and bear it” and/or “bite your tongue” you can have your
say after the person is finished.
This coming year the exec’s plan is to work on the Policy and Procedure Manual and the
Societies act. These two items are a top priority for our club.
The club also need speakers to address the club on topics the club members are interested
in.
If you have someone or an idea contact the club secretary and she will pass it along.

In January I have invited a friend of mine, Michele Jarvis-Wonnacott. Michelle is owner of
Connective Training and The Dog Psychic.com. I’m hoping that you will make her welcome
and enjoy what she has to say.
See you at our Social December 10th. Don’t forget your donation for the food bank.
I look forward to working with you all this coming year.
I hope everyone has a wonderful Christmas with family and friends and a prosperous 2019
Deanna Smith

Nanaimo Kennel Club

Classes Policy: the Use of Training Equipment
NKC Classes Mission Statement
Nanaimo Kennel Club classes help dog owners teach their dogs to be welcomed and
cherished members of their families and within the community.
NKC Classes Goal
Our goal is to teach owners how to train their dogs in a fair, kind and respectful way,
considering the whole dog; it’s physical as well as emotional characteristics, and to assist
the dog in making choices that will enhance its life with humans.
NKC Classes Policies (to be added to the existing policies)
Our courses are taught in a manner that respects the interests and wellbeing of both halves
of the team, not just the owner.
Flat collars or martingales should be used in all NKC classes except for conformation show
equipment. Alternate equipment may be considered in individual cases following
consultation with three instructors.
We are a multi-sport club operated by many volunteers.
We do not require our members to sign a pledge, nor in any other way specify how they
should or should not train their own dogs. Further, NKC cannot guarantee that all members
and students will make choices that conform to our class policy

The lovely Miss Red finished 2018
magnificently with limited showings.
In only 6 months she earned a BIS,
RBIS, and multi Group wins and
placings to finish as #1 Long coat in
Canada. Thanks to all the judges who
recognized her outstanding qualities
and to Nicole Simpson for breeding
such a beauty and then entrusting her
to me.
She is now Number 1 Chihuahua
(both long and short coat) in Canada
for 2018.
Linda Halliday

Louise Prefontaine and Dutch Shepherd, Leif - Masters Bronze Jumpers
Montanna Stewart and Pomeranian, Koda - ADC Agility Dog of Canada
Judge: Kathy Klint

This is Toby with his SDDA Advanced Title
in scent work. It arrived too late to get into
the NKC On Nov 15 at the Positive Dog
SDDA Trials, in the Ex Int component,

Marcus passed his Ex Int with flying colours
which in turn gave him his Excellent Title
with a 1st placement in the Amateur Div and
a 1st with a time of 1.34 sec and a perfect
score .
I couldn't be prouder of my little big man.

Great weekend at the Harbour City Dog Fanciers UKC
show, group two on Saturday and group one on Sunday.
So proud of my little girl Sky Grand Champion Mimicker's
Curtain up Bernadette, CGN, CAP, NTD. Huge thanks to
breeder Sandi Malcolm for all her support and guidance
over the years and especially for our 2 lovely dogs.
Thanks also to the gang that organized the event, great
job and loved the judges.

Diane Brown

Whiskeyjack's Warbler's Melody (Myrtle), tricolour smooth collie, attained her Chase
Ability degree on October 14th. She is mine.
Stacey Wood's Phalenes (drop-eared
papillons), Derrima's Quantum Thrill
(Quill) and Derrima's How About That
(Howie), also attained theirs.

In addition, Myrtle took Group 1 at both UKC
shows November 10-11 and Quill took a group
3 and a group 4 there.

the only Scenthound, in the shows.
Marlene Caskey

Breigayt's I Sing The Songs (Vera), Marlene’s
beagle, also took Group 1 at both UKC shows.
(I forgot since she was the only beagle, and

At Novembers GM I had the privilege of handing out the AIOC Certificates. As most
of you know by now, I am NKC's AIOC Rep. It is a position I have held in the past
but with AVKC. I thought that it's time we recognized these accomplishments with
photos. Enjoy and congrats to those who worked long and hard to earn the titles
below.
Marian Robinson with
Bentley earned their
Companion Dog
Lora Pronger with Tab
earned their Rally
Novice.
Maggie Henigman with
Winkie earned their Rally
O Masters
and last but not least,
Gail Beerman with Kalia
earned their Rally
Excellent B
Carole Walker.
Several members from NKC also belong to I.C.E which is a group that
goes to seniors’ homes entertaining the residents

It’s Not Just Grain-Free: An Update on DietAssociated Dilated
Cardiomyopathy
NOVEMBER 29, 2018
IN PETFOODOLOGY BLOG, PETS WITH HEALTH CONDITIONS, TRENDING
TOPICS IN PET NUTRITION

You may have read my June 4 post, “A broken heart: Risk of heart disease in boutique or grain-free diets and exotic
ingredients.” This post had more than 180,000 page views in the first week and continues to get more than 2000 page views a
day. So, I’m pleased that people are interested in this important issue and trying to learn about it. But I’ve also found a
tremendous amount of confusion and misinformation in the past 5 months including people who doubt that this is a real issue,
some who still haven’t heard about it, and people who mistakenly think it’s just grain-free diets or that it’s only related to taurine.
As a result of the continued confusion, some of my cardiologist colleagues and I wrote an article which was published in the
latest issue of the Journal of the American Veterinary Medical Association. This article provides a summary of our current
understanding of diet-associated dilated cardiomyopathy (DCM), how to recognize it, and a recommended protocol for
veterinarians to follow when they see dogs with DCM.
To be sure this information reaches as wide an audience as possible and to clear up confusion, I thought I’d provide some updates
to address the most common misconceptions I’m hearing:

1. It’s not just grain-free. This does not appear to be just an issue with grain-free diets. I am
calling the suspected diets, “BEG” diets – boutique companies, exotic ingredients, or grainfree diets. The apparent link between BEG diets and DCM may be due to ingredients used to
replace grains in grain-free diets, such as lentils or chickpeas, but also may be due to other
common ingredients commonly found in BEG diets, such as exotic meats, vegetables, and
fruits. In addition, not all pet food manufacturers have the same level of nutritional expertise
and quality control, and this variability could introduce potential issues with some products.
2. Most dogs being diagnosed with DCM do not have low taurine levels. Some owners continue
to feed a BEG diet but supplement taurine thinking that this will reduce their risk for heart
disease. In our hospital, we currently measure taurine in all dogs with DCM, but more than
90% of our patients with DCM in which taurine has been measured have normal levels (and
the majority are eating BEG diets). Yet some of these dogs with DCM and normal taurine
levels improve when their diets are changed. This suggests that there’s something else playing
a role in most cases – either a deficiency of a different nutrient or even a toxicity that may be
associated with BEG diets. Giving taurine is unlikely to prevent DCM unless your dog has
taurine deficiency. And given the lack of quality control for dietary supplements, you can
introduce new risks to your dog if you give a supplement without evidence that she needs it.

3. Raw diets and homemade diets are not safe alternatives. Out of concern, some owners are
switching from BEG diets to a raw or home-cooked diet. However, we have diagnosed DCM
in dogs eating these diets too. And raw and home-cooked diets increase your dog’s risk for
many other health problems. So, forego the raw or home-cooked diets and stick with a
commercial pet food made by a well-established manufacturer that contains common
ingredients, including grains. If your dog requires a home-prepared diet for a medical
condition or you feel strongly about feeding one, I strongly recommend you consult with a
Board-Certified Veterinary Nutritionist (acvn.org). However, because home-cooked diets are
not tested for safety and nutritional adequacy like good quality commercial diets, deficiencies
could still develop.
Current thoughts the scientific study of pet nutrition by veterinary nutrition specialists and experts.
TM

on DCM
Currently, it appears that there may be three separate groups of dogs with DCM (although this may change as we learn more). I
am listing them in the approximate frequency that we are currently seeing them in our hospital:

1. Diet-associated DCM with normal taurine levels. While this form of the disease was first
identified in dogs of breeds not predisposed to DCM that are eating BEG diets, it appears to
also occur in dogs of typical DCM breeds that are eating a BEG diet.
2. Primary DCM in predisposed breeds that is unrelated to diet. This is the traditional,
genetically-related DCM in typical breeds, such as the Doberman Pinscher, Boxer, Irish
Wolfhound, and Great Dane.
3. Diet-associated DCM with taurine deficiency: This is the least common form we are seeing in
our hospital. This appears to happen both in breeds predisposed to DCM and breeds that are
not predisposed to DCM.
Common questions
We still have a great deal to learn about diet-associated DCM. However, I’m providing answers to some common questions I’ve
been getting based on what is currently known:

1. What’s causing diet-associated DCM in dogs? For the vast majority of dogs, we do not yet
know what is causing this disease. There are definitely some dogs with DCM that have low
taurine levels, many of which will improve with taurine supplementation and change of
diet. For dogs that have normal taurine levels, however, other nutritional deficiencies may be
present. Some nutritional deficiencies can affect the heart’s normal function, so an insufficient
amount of these nutrients (or reduced bioavailability) in the diet could cause heart
disease. Diet-associated DCM could also be due to an ingredient in the food that is toxic to
the heart. The FDA and many researchers are actively studying this issue so that it can be
solved as quickly as possible.
2. My dog was diagnosed with DCM. What should I do? Ask your veterinarian to measure
taurine levels and give heart medications as directed by your veterinarian. If your dog is
eating a BEG diet or other unconventional diet (including vegetarian, or home-prepared diets),
I recommend following the steps outlined in my previous post, including switching to a nonBEG diet. Three updates to my previous post are:
o

Taurine supplements: Consumer Lab is expected to release a report on independent quality
control testing of taurine supplements in late 2018. Given the lack of quality control for dietary
supplements (human and pet), having these results will be very useful to find good quality
products for dogs that require taurine supplementation. Your veterinarian or veterinary
cardiologist can help you determine an optimal dose for your dog.

o

o

Other dogs in the household: We are now recommending that other dogs in the household of dogs with
DCM that are eating the same BEG diet be screened by their veterinarian since their hearts could also be
affected (even if they are showing no symptoms).
Outcome: Not all dogs with DCM will improve and improvements in the echocardiogram, when they do
occur, can take a long time (often more than 6 months).

If my dog is eating a BEG diet but has no symptoms, should I test for DCM or switch to a different
diet? It’s unlikely that most dogs eating a BEG diet will develop DCM. However, given the fact that we
don’t yet understand why BEG diets are affecting some dogs and because DCM is a life-threatening
disease, I recommend you reconsider your dog’s diet until we know more. Contrary to popular belief,
there are no health benefits of grain-free or exotic ingredient diets except in the rare case of food
allergy. If your dog is a part of your family and you want to feed him the very best, be sure to base this
important decision on more objective factors than marketing and the ingredient list (see our post). Be
sure to watch for early signs of heart disease – weakness, slowing down, less able to exercise, shortness
of breath, coughing, or fainting. If you notice any of these, get your dog checked out by your
veterinarian who will listen for a heart murmur or abnormal heart rhythm (although not all dogs with
DCM have any changes that can be heard with a stethoscope). Your veterinarian (or a veterinary
cardiologist) may do additional tests, such as x-rays, blood tests, electrocardiogram, and ultrasound of
the heart
(echocardiogram – the test of choice to diagnose DCM).Tell your veterinarian what you’re feeding your
dog. You can help your veterinarian by bringing a list of everything your dog eats to every appointment.
If your dog has no symptoms, additional testing is really up to you. Some owners have measured plasma
and whole blood taurine levels or scheduled an echocardiogram to check their dog’s heart size and
function. However, given the cost of an echocardiogram, other owners have elected to have their
veterinarian do a blood test called NT-proBNP, which goes up when the heart is enlarged. While a
normal value doesn’t guarantee your dog has no heart disease, a high level suggests your dog’s heart
should be evaluated further.

3. Has diet-associated DCM been seen in cats? The association between BEG diets and heart
disease has only been reported in dogs so far. However, that doesn’t mean cats are
immune. If your cat is diagnosed with DCM and is eating a BEG, vegetarian, vegan, or homeprepared diet, I recommend following the same protocol as described for dogs with DCM.
Lastly, if your dog has been eating a BEG diet and has been diagnosed with DCM, please don’t feel guilty. I’ve
talked to owners who feel terrible because they wanted to provide the finest care for their dog by feeding them
the best diet possible. They often spent a lot of money buying an expensive boutique diet and now that same diet
may be associated with their dog’s heart disease. Trying to decide what is really the best food is confusing and
difficult because of the many different products available, nutrition fads, and compelling marketing. My hope is
that the one bright side of this serious situation is that it will shine a light on the complexities of making safe and
nutritious pet food and the importance of nutritional expertise and quality control, rather than just what is new
and trendy.
BOUTIQUECARDIOMYOPATHYDCMDOGEXOTIC GRAIN-FREEHEART DISEASE

Lisa M. Freeman, DVM, PhD, DACVN
Dr. Freeman is a veterinary nutritionist and a professor at Cummings School of Veterinary Medicine at Tufts University.
She is on the cutting-edge of science, with hundreds of articles in prestigious journals, speaking engagements at national
and international conferences, and awards for her scientific achievements. However, she also is passionate about
providing objective and accurate information on pet nutrition to veterinarians, pet owners, and other animal
enthusiasts.

Submitted by Sandi Malcolm

Our second Harbour City Dog Fanciers Conformation Shows and Rally trials were
held November 10 and 11 here in Nanaimo. It was good weekend with
over 70 entries each day. It was a lot of hard work, but we had a great
team to pull things together for another successful event.
We had exhibitors from as far away as California and once again it
was wonderful to see so many new exhibitors new to the world of
Conformation join in the fun, an like last year, our wonderful,
knowledgeable judges were extremely helpful to handlers making it
a relaxed and enjoyable event.
Rally was a big draw, and our
judge was very complimentary to
the teams that participated. For
some, it was their first-time competing
inn Rally Obedience. Total Dog was a big hit, and we
awarded 8 Total Dog rosettes to successful teams in
Rally and Conformation.
Our concession and silent auction were both very
successful, and a big thanks to all those who donated
items to these activities. We made close to $800.
We’ve heard from many exhibitors how much they
enjoyed the weekend and asking for more UKC on
the island. As you’re aware our club is the only
club in the entire province offering UKC events, so
we have a great opportunity to grow. By adding
companion and performance events, we are sure
to draw even more interest.
We have approval to host an event in 2019 and we
are pleased to announce that HCDF will host 3 All
breed Conformation shows, and 3 Rally Obedience
trials on July 6/7 2019 at Beban Park.

Submitted by Paula Webber

Where to start
Ricky repeated his standing as
#1 Silky Terrier in Canada.
Last year he achieved his Grand
Championship, the first Silky to
ever do so and his International
Championship.
Over the last two years he
earned over 50 group wins and
placements, handled by Will
Alexander in 2017 and Nicole
Simpson in 2018.
So now he is Can GCh Am Ch UKC Ch IABCA
Ch Carmorosa’s Ranger Rick.
Two of my other Silkies placed in the top 5 as
well. Can & Am Ch Lamplighter Pond View Tail
Dancer and my new girl Moonshadow Sonoran
Wind.
We tried a new sport this year and two Silkies
earned titles Ch Curiosity Holly Go Lightly CGN
earned her RATN and Bailey Ch Seket Mara
Troubador RN PCD CGN AGX AGXJW earned
his RATI and RATN in one weekend. Bailey has
close to 30 titles now, mostly in agility.
Angel, Esprit Vent Angel Fyre, my Belgian
Tervuren earned her Herding Instinct title and will start herding intensively with her
amazing trainer Kirsten.
My remaining two dogs, old KC who will be 15
on Christmas day is enjoying retirement and
little Penny Silkstone Lady Penelope of
Carmorosa has 4 points.
And hopefully we are not done. Gidget,
Moonshadow Sonoran Wind and I are off to
Orlando next week for the big shows, majors
every day, to try for an American
Championship.
2019 will see some showing and trialing and
with any luck both Silky and Belgian Tervuren
puppies. 2018 had a lovely litter of Silkies
who all found the most loving homes. It was a very good year.

Carolyn Kool

Annual Santa Claus Parade
I would like to thank all members
that came out with their dogs. It
was a lot of fun, the dogs did
great and the people that lined the
streets were happy to see and
meet some of our dogs. I hope to
be able to do a better job of
getting the info out to the member
sooner. First time so lots of
learning curves for me. I would
like to tell you all what we
experience after the parade had
ended. As I was crossing the
street to go back to my car a man
asked what kind of dog Foster is. I
told him and he said what a
beautiful dog. He was with his wife and son who was in a wheel chair. The dad said he was
a little hesitant about the possibility of the dog getting in his face. I assured him that this
would not happen but told dad that the dog may kiss him if he bent down towards him and t
is exactly what happened, but it was what happened after that. His little boy laughed and
reached out and touched Foster which made the little boy laugh and smile. For me that was
very magical.
Michelle Watson

Stanley Coren's dog intelligence ranking
We've all heard about the varying degrees of canine intelligence, but it's true that
some breeds are more naturally gifted than others. Stanley Coren's dog
intelligence ranking demonstrates this.
Stanley Coren
Stanley Coren is a psychology professor and neuropsychological researcher highly acclaimed for his research and
understanding of canine behaviour and the human-canine bond.
In 1994, Professor Coren published his book The Intelligence of Dogs, which became his most famous piece of research.
Republished in 2006, the book ranks over 100 different dog breeds according to their intelligence.
It's important to remember that, just like all children, every dog is unique, and intelligence will vary from animal to animal.
However, Professor Coren's research determined that the obedience intelligence in dogs, that is the ability with which they
can be trained, does indeed vary.
This variance tends to align with the types of dog’s breeders set out to create. For example, working, herding, guarding,
hunting, and sporting dogs all require different levels of intelligence and training.

Research method
According to Professor Coren, 51% of a dog's intelligence stems from its genes while 49% is based on environmental
circumstances.
Included in the 2006 republication of The Intelligence of Dogs are three types of canine intelligence: instinctive, adaptive,
and working and obedience. Together, they evaluate the animal's problem-solving capabilities, obedience, memory, social
training and powers of observation.
The latter of the three categories, namely working and obedience intelligence, was, and is still today, the most widely
discussed when considering canine intelligence. After all, it relates to a dog's ability to learn from humans, therefore would
naturally be used by us as a point of reference.
Below you will find Professor Coren's dog intelligence ranking from the republished edition of his work in which 131 breeds
are ranked.

Stanley Coren's dog intelligence ranking
Brightest dogs
Understanding of New Commands: Less than 5 repetitions.
Obey First Command: 95% of the time or better.
1. Border Collie
2. Poodle
3. German Shepherd
4. Golden Retriever
5. Doberman Pinscher
6. Shetland Sheepdog
7. Labrador Retriever
8. Papillon
9. Rottweiler
10. Australian Cattle Dog

Excellent working dogs
Understanding of New Commands: 5 to 15 repetitions.
Obey First Command: 85% of the time or better.
11. Pembroke Welsh Corgi

12. Miniature Schnauzer
13. English Springer Spaniel
14. Belgian Shepherd Dog (Tervuren)
15. Schipperke, Belgian Sheepdog
16. Collie, Keeshond
17. German Shorthaired Pointer
18. Flat-Coated Retriever, English Cocker Spaniel, Standard Schnauzer
19. Brittany
20. Cocker Spaniel
21. Weimaraner
22. Belgian Malinois, Bernese Mountain Dog
23. Pomeranian
24. Irish Water Spaniel
25. Vizsla
26. Cardigan Welsh Corgi

Above average working dogs
Understanding of New Commands: 15 to 25 repetitions.
Obey First Command: 70% of the time or better.
27. Chesapeake Bay Retriever, Puli, Yorkshire Terrier
28. Giant Schnauzer
29. Airedale Terrier, Bouvier des Flandres
30. Border Terrier, Briard
31. Welsh Springer Spaniel
32. Manchester Terrier
33. Samoyed
34. Field Spaniel, Newfoundland, Australian Terrier, American Staffordshire Terrier, Gordon Setter, Bearded Collie
35. Cairn Terrier, Kerry Blue Terrier, Irish Setter
36. Norwegian Elkhound
37. Affenpinscher, Australian Silky Terrier, Miniature Pinscher, English Setter, Pharaoh Hound, Clumber Spaniel
38. Norwich Terrier
39. Dalmatian

Average working and obedience intelligence
Understanding of New Commands: 25 to 40 repetitions.
Obey First Command: 50% of the time or better.
40. Soft-coated Wheaten Terrier, Bedlington Terrier, Fox Terrier (Smooth)
41. Curly Coated Retriever, Irish Wolfhound
42. Kuvasz, Australian Shepherd
43. Saluki, Finnish Spitz, Pointer
44. Cavalier King Charles Spaniel, German Wirehaired Pointer, Black and Tan Coonhound, American Water Spaniel
45. Siberian Husky, Bichon Frise, King Charles Spaniel
46. Tibetan Spaniel, English Foxhound, Otterhound, American Foxhound, Greyhound, Wirehaired Pointing Griffon
47. West Highland White Terrier, Scottish Deerhound
48. Boxer, Great Dane
49. Dachshund, Staffordshire Bull Terrier
50. Alaskan Malamute
51. Whippet, Chinese Shar Pei, Wire Fox Terrier
52. Rhodesian Ridgeback
53. Ibizan Hound, Welsh Terrier, Irish Terrier
54. Boston Terrier, Akita

Fair working and obedience intelligence
Understanding of New Commands: 40 to 80 repetitions.
Obey First Command: 30% of the time or better.
55. Skye Terrier
56. Norfolk Terrier, Sealyham Terrier
57. Pug

58. French Bulldog
59. Griffon Bruxellois, Maltese
60. Italian Greyhound
61. Chinese Crested
62. Dandie Dinmont Terrier, Petit Basset Griffon Vendéen, Tibetan Terrier, Japanese Chin, Lakeland Terrier
63. Old English Sheepdog
64. Great Pyrenees
65. Scottish Terrier, Saint Bernard
66. Bull Terrier
67. Chihuahua
68. Lhasa Apso
69. Bullmastiff

Lowest degree of working and obedience intelligence
Understanding of New Commands: 80 to 100 repetitions or more.
Obey First Command: 25% of the time or worse.
70. Shih Tzu
71. Basset Hound
72. Mastiff, Beagle
73. Pekingese
74. Bloodhound
75. Borzoi
76. Chow Chow
77. Bulldog
78. Basenji
79. Afghan Hound
Source: The Intelligence of Dogs by Stanley Coren

How does your dog stack up?

Submitted by Sandi Malcolm

NKC BREEDER LISTINGS
If you are an NKC member and a purebred breeder; please contact
Sandi Malcolm to ensure your listing is current and in our Breeder section of the
website. This is not mandatory and is offered as a service as part of your membership. You
do not have to have your information posted if you do not want to.
Please send the information to Sandi Malcolm at mimicker@shaw.ca
It should have the following information:
1. Your breed
2. Your kennel name
3. Owners
4. All contact information, e mails and phone numbers if you want your number there.
5. CKC registered kennel, just yes or no, no numbers or private information

Greetings to the members from your Membership Chair.
I am sending out this reminder to inform you that the dead line to have your
renewals in will be sooner than later. Anyone who has not renewed and wishes to
do so please fill in a Renewal Form (a must) as we are trying to get organized and I
believe it's best to start from scratch. If you haven't renewed by the next General
meeting on Jan 28th, it may mean that you will lose your right to vote that
evening.
For those who renewed but didn't fill in a renewal application, would you please be
so kind as to send me the renewal form for our files and annotate on the bottom
how you paid.
Send to me at 4484 9th Ave Port Alberni BC V9Y4V5
Normally I wouldn't suggest that, but time is running out.
For those who HAVE NOT, it's not too late. Send your payment with completed
forms which are downloadable from our website by mail to Nanaimo Kennel Club,
Box #4 Nanaimo BC V9T 3K7. I believe the renewal forms also indicate another
way to paying but I am unable to get into the website at present to advise.
I thank you all in advance for your cooperation.
Carole Walker

Pet Owners be Aware!
B.C., Traffic Services, Police Dog Services
2018-12-04 10:00 PST
BC RCMP Traffic Services would like to remind all pet owners and, in particular, dog owners to
exercise caution when allowing their pets to roam outdoors and off-leash.
Recently, an off-duty member of the Roving Traffic Unit/Specialty Police Service Dog section
(RTU/SPSD) was walking his (now retired) service dog Whiskey in an off-leash recreational
area. Even though Whiskey is retired, he still has a nose for the drugs he was trained to detect.
Whiskey found and partially consumed a substance believed to be marihuana shatter (a form of
marihuana concentrate) causing him to go into marihuana toxicity.

The officer quickly transported Whiskey to a veterinarian where he was treated for marihuana
toxicity and is expected to make a full recovery. The substance Whiskey consumed was sent to
the Health Canada laboratory for analysis and it was confirmed that the substance was Cannabis
(marihuana).
In the 2016 International Veterinary Emergency and Critical Care Symposium, veterinarians
discussed the issue of marihuana toxicity in dogs and came to several conclusions:
1. The potency of marihuana has increased substantially over the last 25 years;
2. Marihuana exposure to pets is commonly from edibles;
3. Dogs are at increased risk of dying if exposed to higher concentration forms of marihuana, like
edibles (there are documented cases of this happening);
4. Marihuana toxicity may cause low blood pressure, coma and aspiration pneumonia; and
5. There is no antidote for marihuana intoxication.
In light of this experience, the officer wanted to alert pet owners to the dangers their dogs could
face when wandering off-leash. Dogs are naturally curious and will let their nose and taste buds
guide them without realizing the dangers they are exposed to. Pet owners are reminded to keep a
watchful eye on their four-legged friends and, where possible, keep them on a leash and make
sure they do not eat anything other than yummy dog treats!
More information can be found here: Vet warns of marihuana poisoning in dogs and Canadian
Veterinary Medical Association
Released by Cpl. Mike Halskov Media Relations Officer
E Division Traffic Services
Email: E_Traffic_Media@rcmp-grc.gc.ca
Submitted by
Sandi Malcolm

